
 

 1 

 
rRNA Secondary Structures 

 
This site contains LSU and SSU rRNA secondary structures for a variety of species. 
Most of these secondary structures are derived from 3D structures and accurately 
portray all base pairs and helices as far as possible. For some species, one of the 
subunits is missing. It would be appreciated if you cite papers 1 and 2 below if you 
make extensive use of these images in a publication. Anton Petrov 
(anton.petrov@biology.gatech.edu) and Loren Williams (ldw@gatech.edu) along with 
other members of the Williams group constructed this gallery. We will extend the 
gallery as resources permit. 
 
File Size & Format: The images are high resolution PNGs (so be patient when viewing 
and downloading). SVG versions of all of the images are located in zipped directories 
on the top level. SVG images are fully editable in object-oriented programs such as 
Inkscape or Adobe Illustrator. With the SVG images one can change fonts, move 
individual objects such as nucleotides, etc. For ease of editing and manipulation, the 
SVG images are set up so that once imported into Illustrator, various object classes 
(nucleotide letters, nucleotide circles, molecular interactions, etc) are each 
partitioned to individual sub-layers. 

Eukaryotic Expansion Segment Names: We have followed the basic expansion element 
labeling scheme of Susan Gerbi (1996). We have unified helix naming schemes from 
various eukaryotic ribosomes.  
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